TOM ; We mustn't be too hard, my dear. It Isn't
necessary, provided these two young people
clearly understand that a marriage between
them is quite impossible.

WILLIE : Am I  to  gather then, sir, that you
definitely refuse your consent ?
TOM : I'm afraid, quite definitely.
EDITH : Are you surprised ?

WILLIE : Again at the risk of seeming discour-
teous, not in the least.

TOM (puffing relief] : Good. Then the interview
is over. You will stay to tea ? We are expecting a
visitor.

WILLIE : Thank you, sir. I should be glad to stay
to tea, but the interview, I'm afraid, is not quite
over. I must point out that, though I regret your
disapproval exceedingly, I feel it would not be
right to let that stand in the way of our happi-
ness. You agree, Jane ?

JAKE : Yes, Willie.

WILLIE : We regard our engagement, therefore,

as still valid.

TOM : The devil you do ! You listen to me,

young man-----

EDITH : Tom, let us be quite cairn. Jane, my
dear, I'm sorry you should have acquired this
unworthy infatuation, but I will do all' I can to
help you get over it.

JANE : It's no good, mother. We regard our-
selves as engaged.

EDITH : You may regard yourselves as you .wish.
But nothing can come of it.
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